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of self-strangling knots. The play, he writes (p. 88),
" presupposes some knowledge of Daniel's ROSAMOND,
which was first published in the spring " of 1592 ;
" Greene died on September 2 after having been
mortally ill for a month ; the theatres were closed
in June, after which time the starving poet would
not waste his time in writing for the stage." Then he
continues :
" But even supposing that Greene had composed it,
the question remains, how his manuscript could possibly
pass into the hands of his hated antagonist Shakespeare ;
for, as EDWARD in was not printed till 1596 and never
acted between June, 1592, and April, 1594, only the
actual possession of the manuscript could enable Shakes-
peare to borrow so thoroughly and intensely as must then
have been the case, not only for extensive use in LUCRECE,
but also to supply material for ROMEO, LOVE'S LABOURS,
etc."
Let us follow the Lektor step by step. To begin
with, the case for Greene is not tied to a date in
1592: he may have done the work late in 1591:
though it is unlikely that he could have done it
earlier.                 ,
Secondly, his position as to use made of Daniel's
ROSAMOND has been expressly barred by himself
when, near his outset (p. 63) he writes that, save for
one apparent echo between ROSAMOND and our play,
" the contact between E. and ROSAMOND is scanty
and somewhat elusive." Quite so ! The Lektor at his
outset had thus driven himself to the sad shift :
" This seems to argue that ROSAMOND was well known